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January 12, 2022

Dover City Council
Dover City Municipal Staff
City of Dover, NH
288 Central Avenue
Dover, NH 03820-4169

RE: REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL #B21XXX-RFP22-0XX
Consulting Design Services for Downtown Pedestrian and Vehicular Access Improvements Project submitted by Greenman-Pederson, Inc.

Dear Dover City Elected Officials and Dover City Municipal Staff,

My name is Alex Beauchner, I am the Seacoast chapter leader of ABLE NH and a resident of Dover, NH.  I appreciate this opportunity to share with you ABLE NH’s comments on the bid submitted by Greenman-Pederson, Inc.  

We’ve been discussing the redesign of downtown Dover city officials and Dover city staff for nearly two years and on every occasion, it has been a very collaborative, positive experience.  It has always seemed as though universal, accessible design for all mobility types has been a strong point of agreement.  Working with the city of Dover is refreshing and exciting.

ABLE NH appreciates that our team has been treated as a worthy partner and is named in the Dover RFP and included in Greenman-Pedersen’s bid.   We believe that the spirit of our collaboration and common goals are reflected in the bid yet have a few finer points of potential concern to share:

· ABLE NH recommended a higher standard than is contained in the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design; and the Architectural Barriers Act (ABA) be the metric for incorporating universal design in Dover’s downtown.  The U.S. Access Board’s Public Rights-of-Way Accessibility Guidelines exceeds ADA standards, as such, we strongly recommend Greenman-Pederson, Inc. use them as a reference.  

· ABLE NH acknowledges that we are not architects so we may have missed a reference in the bid to addressing barriers between city owned sidewalks and storefront entrances.  For multiple blocks, Concord, NH’s recent downtown redesign was able to provide seamless, universally-designed access for all mobility types between city owned sidewalks and storefronts. ABLE NH will continue to advocate that it makes good economic sense to invest in removing the physical barriers which prevent the disability community from spending their money in local businesses.

Again, ABLE NH is very grateful to be a resource and a partner on this exciting renovation and look forward to our participation in public involvement.

Thank you,

Alex Beauchner, Seacoast ABLE NH    		Lisa D. Beaudoin, Executive Director, ABLE NH
2 ½ Beacon Street, Suite 10    Concord, NH 03301   www.ablenh.org    603-878-0459
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