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Regular Meeting

City Council  Conference Room  -  288 Central Avenue Dover NH

Monday,  January 13, 2025

5:30 pm

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL

CITIZEN’S FORUM

APPROVAL OF THE  PRIOR  MEETING  MINUTES  –  December 9, 2024

OLD  BUSINESS

NEW  BUSINESS

A. Previously  endorsed  on August 12, 2024  City of Dover Conditional Use Permits and NHDES Standard 
Dredge and Fill Wetlands Permit for Heath J. Todd Trustee, Heath J. Todd Revocable Trust, Assessor
’s Map M, Lot 104,zoned R-40, located off of Back Road. Proposal is to create an access drive to the 
developable portion of the lot where a single home and accessory structures are to be  built. The total 
proposed permanent impact is 8,938 square feet of wetlands  with 166 square feet of temporary 
impacts to the wetland, and  28,193  square feet of 50-foot wetland buffer, including 468 square  feet 
adjacent to a small isolated wetland (wetland will not be directly impacted).  Additionally, there is a 
temporary impact proposed within the 100-foot Conservation district of  *1,706 square feet,  and  1,110 
square feet of  permanent impact  with  73 square feet of temporary impact proposed to the 
Conservation District associated with  a patio path, patio and access to a proposed tidal docking 
structure.

B. Previously  endorsed  on August 12, 2024  NHDES Standard Dredge and Fill Wetlands Permit for Heath J. 
Todd Trustee, Heath J. Todd Revocable Trust, Assessor’s  Map M, Lot 104, zoned R-40, located off of 
Back Road.
Proposal is to install a 200-foot-long tidal docking structure with a 400 square foot float area.
*Has not changed from August

C. Conservation and Open Space Chapter Update

REPORT FROM THE  CHAIR

A. Review  of Correspondence Received  from NH Department of Environmental Services

OTHER  BUSINESS

A. Update from Forest Management Subcommittee

ADJOURNMENT
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  MEMBERS PRESENT: Bill Hunt (Chair), Steve Fellows (Vice Chair), Kristen Murphy, Abigail Lyon, Russ 
Warnock (Alternate), Brianna Group  
Absent (Excused): Robert Atwood (Secretary), Jake Geddes  
Absent (Unexcused):  
STAFF PRESENT: Makayla Edgecomb, Assistant City Planner and Erin Bassegio, City Planner 
OTHERS PRESENT:  
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
The meeting was convened at 5:30 PM.  
 
2. CITIZENS’ FORUM 
The Chair gave instructions for Citizens’ forum (No one spoke) 
 
3. APPROVAL OF THE PRIOR MEETING MINUTES- October 15, 2024 
S. Fellows moved to approve the minutes of October 15 as submitted. K. Murphy seconded. Vote: All in 
favor with two abstentions. 
 
4. OLD BUSINESS:  
M. Edgecomb noted Dover did not receive the Forestry grant for a forestry position that J. Kaspari had 
been working on.   

5. NEW BUSINESS:  
A. City of Dover Conditional Use Permit (CUP) for Martin & Carole Jaffe, (Owner: 

Michael & Shelby Brewer), Assessor’s Map 32, Lot 36F, located at 77 Fourth Street. 
Proposal is for modifications to the existing single-family dwelling that includes the 
construction of a deck, garage, and breezeway and modifications to the driveway 
pavement resulting in 1,467 square feet of permanent impacts to the 50-foot wetland 
buffer and 756 square feet of temporary buffer impacts. There are no direct wetland 
impacts. 

 
Kevin McEneaney represented the owners and explained the proposal is to add an ADU which involves 
adding a deck and a garage with a breezeway attached to the existing home. This would result in 1,467 
square feet of permanent impacts to the 50-foot wetland buffer and 756 square feet of temporary buffer 
impacts. There are no direct wetland impacts. 
 
He answered questions from the committee members relating to when the wetlands were delineated.   
 
S. Fellows moved to endorse the CUP as presented. Seconded by: R. Warnock. Vote: 5 in favor with 1 
opposed. 
 

B. Conservation and Open Space Chapter Update 
M. Edgecomb noted the open space chapter update is going to Planning Board tomorrow night, and 
there will be a presentation on January 14th at the All Boards event.  
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C. Request for expenditures from the Conservation Fund for: Open Lands Committee – 
Conservation Easement Appraisal – not to exceed $10,000 

Anna Boudreau, Chair of the Open Lands Committee presented the item. The piece of land in question 
is one the City has been looking into for many years. The Open Lands Committee voted to approve this 
request to the Conservation Committee. The cost will be split with Southeast Land Trust. She described 
attributes of the property in question.  

 
A. Lyon moved to endorse the expenditure from the Conservation Fund for a conservation easement 
appraisal not to exceed $10,000.  Seconded by: B. Group. Vote: All in favor.  

 
The timeline was discussed.  
 

D. Request for expenditures from the Conservation Fund for: Purchase of a Parcel for $25,000.  

M. Edgecomb explained the request and described the surrounding lands. One of the committee 
members gave additional information. The potential for public access was discussed.  
Additional discussion continued about various details about the parcel and the abutting parcels.  

 
S. Fellows moved to endorse the expenditure from the Conservation Fund for the proposed purchase of 
a parcel for $25,000. Seconded by: A. Lyon. Vote: All in favor  
 
Discussion ensued about whether Dover has established a community forest and funding location for 
harvesting expenses.  
 
6.    REPORT FROM THE CHAIR 

A. Review of Correspondence Received from NH Department of Environmental Services 
M. Edgecomb noted the correspondence received is one letter from NHDES, an approved standard 
dredge and fill wetlands permit application for 393 Dover Point Rd, Tax map 7, Lot 20-2 for an impact 
total of 1,322 square feet of tidal resources to include 1,237 square feet of tidal waters and 85 square feet 
of previously developed 100 foot tidal resources to include a new access ramp, a piling supported pier, a 
gangway, and a float with an overall structure length seaward of the highest observable tide line of 20 ft 
along 150 linear feet of frontage on the Piscataqua River.  
 
7.    OTHER BUSINESS 

A. Update from Forest Management Subcommittee  
No meeting last month. 
 
Staff is looking for a volunteer for the Land Use Chapter of the Master Plan update. Timeline is January-
September. 
 
8.    ADJOURNMENT 
S. Fellows moved to adjourn. R. Warnock seconded. Vote: U/A  
The meeting was adjourned at 6:12 PM.  



BEALS  
ASSOCIATES

PLLC

70 Portsmouth Avenue
3rd Floor, Suite 2
Stratham, N.H. 03885
603 – 583 - 4860
Fax:  583 - 4863

January 2, 2025

Erin Bassegio, City Planner
City of Dover Planning Department
10 Front Street
Exeter, NH 03833  

RE: Planning Board / Conditional Use Permit Re-Submittal
Heath Todd - Back Road Residential Project
Tax Map M Lot 104

Ms. Bassegio and Members of the Board:

The applicant, Heath Todd, is proposing a single-family residential development on Back Road 
in Dover which requires a Conditional Use Permit from the City of Dover. We were before the 
Conservation Commission on August 12, 2024 where we received unanimous favorable 
endorsement. We were also before the Planning Board on August 27, 2024 to discuss the 
project. The Planning Board requested that we go before the Technical Review Committee 
(TRC) to work through concerns of constructability and further detail the plans. We revised the 
plans and were before the Technical Review Committee on December 5, 2024 where we 
received support to bring the project before the Planning Board.

Since the August Planning Board meeting the following plan changes have been incorporated:
1. Further site development items including:

a. Drainage Analysis
b. Additional Construction Details
c. Effluent Disposal Plan for septic system 
d. Utility Plan
e. Fire truck maneuvering plans
f. Driveway cross-sections

2. Revised scale of wetland and wetland buffer impact plans for readability
3. Addressing NHDES AoT preliminary comments on drainage design along driveway

Since the TRC meeting the following plan changes have been incorporated:
1. NH Fish & Game comments addressed
2. NHDES Wetland’s Bureau comments addressed, including adding an additional culvert 

added at wetland crossing #4 (STA 14+80 +/-)
3. At wetland crossing #8, culvert #9 was extended and includes rip rap slopes to avoid 

steep walls and an unsafe condition
4. Revised shoreland calculations to reflect a slightly larger tennis court layout and 

associated changes to the walking paths as well as revisions to the patio off of the 
house. These changes will require a revision to the Shoreland Permit. These changes 
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also required a change from infiltration trenches to a new Infiltration Pond #1 to 
accommodate the changes.

One item that came out of the TRC meeting was to confirm the driveway with Community 
Services. Through communications with the Community Services Director John Storer, it has 
been found that a driveway permit has already been approved for this property and no 
additional relief for the driveway is required. Copies of the correspondence are included as part 
of this submission and the applicant agrees to the requirement to provide an as-built of the 
driveway following construction.

Please refer to the revised Conditional Use Permit narrative for detailed information on the 
wetland and wetland buffer impacts. This narrative points out that the overall impact to City of 
Dover wetland buffers has decreased since the Conservation Commission’s review of the 
project.

We have received Shoreland Impact Permit approval (#2024-02318) and have responded to the 
Wetlands Bureau’s comments (copy of submittal provided to City, #2024-02319). We have 
also submitted to NHDES for an AoT permit and are awaiting review comments.

We look forward to presenting the updated project to you at an upcoming Planning Board 
meeting.

Thank you for your consideration.

Very truly yours,
BEALS ASSOCIATES, PLLC

John P Lorden

John P. Lorden, PE
Principal
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[Revised information in this document has been highlighted and revised impact numbers have been asterisked (*).] 

The purpose of this application is to request access through the Wetland Protection District (WPD) and 50-foot 

wetland buffers, as well as the Conservation District (CD), including 50 feet from streams, to reach the developable 

upland portion of a 26-acre lot, where one single-family residence and accessory structures are proposed to be built.  

The total proposed permanent impact to WPD areas is *8,938 square feet (SF), all of which is within forested and/or 

scrub-shrub wetland systems, and the total permanent impact to 50-foot wetland buffers is *28,193 SF, including 

*468 SF adjacent to a small isolated wetland near the buildable area (the wetland will not be impacted).   Additionally, 

*1,706 SF of temporary impact is proposed within the 100-foot tidal buffer zone; this increase is a result of a request 

from the NHDES Wetlands Bureau to provide additional construction zone access, and will be restored in accordance 

with a note on the enclosed Tidal Buffer Impact Plan (Sheet 17).  [Per 170-27.1 G (1) (a), there will be at least 3,700 

SF less 50-foot wetland buffer impact area once a NHDES Wetlands Bureau permit is issued, due to Wetland 4 being 

proposed to be filled in its entirety.] 

Wetland Protection District 

(a) Practicable Alternative:   

There is only one access approach available from Back Road to reach the broader parcel of land that contains the 

buildable upland area of the lot, as a result there are no alternative approaches with less impact to WPD or CD areas.   

(b) & (c)   Avoidance & Minimization: 

The driveway access from Back Road to the broader parcel is limited to within a 20-foot-wide strip of land that is 

owned by the applicant, over a length of approximately 2,250 linear feet (LF).  The proposed driveway will need to 

cross six previously-disturbed WPD areas and their buffers, including one CD area (50 feet either side of a Tier 1 

intermittent stream) in order to reach the broader parcel.  Once the driveway reaches the broader parcel, there are 

two additional crossings of WPD areas and their buffers, and one CD crossing necessary in order to access the 

buildable area, over an additional length of approximately 1,190 LF.  All except for the first 100 LF from Back Road 

and the last 40 LF is proposed to be gravel, the remainder will be paved.  These WPD/buffers and CD crossings include 

a pit-and-mound wetland and 50 feet either side of a Tier 1 perennial stream, and have been designed to avoid and 

minimize impacts upon the resource areas to the greatest extent practicable.  The route layout chosen for the pit-

and-mound WPD/buffers crossing reduces wetland impact as much as possible while avoiding close proximity to a 

natural drainage swale to the east, which carries surface water runoff to tidal shoreland areas within approximately 

300 feet.  This layout also maintains a practical driveway curve that will minimize safety risks, especially in low 

visibility conditions.   

At Wetland Crossing 8, the perennial stream crossing just before entry to the building lot area, it was determined 

that the culvert design previously shown had shear face headwalls large/high enough to present a long-term safety 

issue.  At this location, near the house and yard and near a curve in the road, the high vertical walls and narrow 

roadway are not a safe approach for vehicles or people.  As a result, an adjustment has been made to the 16-foot-

wide driveway surface, with 1:1 sloped riprap embankments to tie in grades.  This modification increases the culvert 

length to 43 LF, along with associated SF embankment modifications.  Through the use of riprap slopes at 1:1 instead 

of vertical headwalls, we are minimizing impact while providing the safest and most practical long-term solution to 

this crossing.  NH Fish & Game has approved this revision and in discussions with the NHDES Wetlands Bureau they 

expressed no concerns with the revision (currently pending final review).  The wetland/stream/wetland buffer impact 

areas for each crossing are shown on the four enclosed Wetland Impact Plans (Sheets 13-16).    

The project engineers have designed the wetland/stream crossings with culverts strategically installed to manage 

north-to-south stormwater flow so there will be no increase of flooding, ponding or other negative impact on 

abutting properties upgradient or downgradient. Each culvert was positioned based on existing topography, targeting 

low points along the driveway to prevent ponding and ensure uninterrupted drainage flow towards the south.  Their 

sizing and design were calculated to maintain natural water flows and velocities, preserving the pre-development 
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conditions of the surrounding undeveloped land.  To minimize impact on wetlands, wetland buffers, and neighboring 

properties, retaining walls were employed.  The design approach of the culverts was primarily driven by the need to 

facilitate the crossings over the intermittent and perennial streams.  Culverts were intentionally oversized to handle 

stormwater more effectively and were lined with stone at the base to reduce water velocity.  These design principles 

were consistently applied across all culverts, ensuring that both pre-development and post-development flow 

conditions will be effectively managed, even during severe weather events such as the 100-year storm. 

Throughout the duration of construction, drainage treatment and erosion control measures will be maintained (see 

enclosed Erosion Control Details and Construction Details plan sheets).  The initial phase involves constructing a 

driveway into the project site, necessitating the removal of existing vegetation and organic material from the 

designated area.  These cuts in relatively flat terrain are expected to minimize runoff and will swiftly be stabilized 

with compacted gravel.  At points where culverts are planned across the wetlands, intermittent stream, and perennial 

stream, existing material will be excavated and replaced with a stable gravel base beneath the culverts.  Once in 

place, these culverts will be filled with at least 6 inches of rounded stone, followed by immediate stabilization of the 

surrounding area.  Beyond the driveway, the project area slopes towards the Piscataqua River to the east and south, 

away from the wetlands to the west.  Erosion control measures will be strategically placed at the limits of disturbance 

downslope from construction activities.  Additionally, a vegetative buffer zone of at least 50 feet of woods between 

disturbed project areas and the river will serve as an additional protective barrier, ensuring no sediment from the 

project reaches the river.  Any disturbed areas will be promptly stabilized using vegetation or other stabilized 

materials.  Regular inspection and maintenance will uphold the effectiveness of erosion control measures throughout 

the project's duration, as outlined in the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan.  Any damaged measures will be 

promptly repaired or replaced to prevent sedimentation and maintain compliance with environmental regulations.   

(d)  Mitigation: 

As reflected in our December 24, 2024 Request for More Information (RFMI) submittal to the NHDES Wetlands 

Bureau, it has been determined that compensatory mitigation is required by State rules and a complete mitigation 

proposal has been provided as part of the RFMI.  It has been included with this document (see below).   

(e) NHDES Wetlands Bureau: 

A Standard Dredge and Fill Wetlands Permit Application was submitted to the NHDES Wetlands Bureau.  Their initial 

review was completed and a Request for More Information (RFMI) was received.  Responses to the RFMI were 

provided on December 24, 2024 and are pending review (copies have been submitted to the Dover City Clerk). 

(f) Wetland Functions and Values: 

A wetlands’ function and value assessment was completed for wetlands on the project site using the USACE Highway 

Methodology by Michael L. Parsont, CWS.  Multiple site visits were done between February and June 2024 to gather 

data for this purpose.  Wetland 1 is an ephemeral drainageway that will be crossed twice; it has surface water runoff 

piped from an upgradient parcel.  It is shown on the 2020 Wildlife Action Plan as “highest ranked habitat in NH” and 

the Natural Heritage Bureau reported NE Cottontail observations/habitat to the south of the project area; as a result, 

it was designated as a principal function/value.  However, the driveway crossing location is highly disturbed with 

significant dominance of invasive species and had no signs of wildlife use or habitat present for the NE Cottontail.  

Wetland 2 contains an intermittent stream within a forested area and has no assessed principal functions or values.  

Wetland 3 crossing is in a forested area with no concentrated flow and has no assessed principal functions or values.  

Wetland 4 is a 1,714 SF isolated disturbed wetland entirely within the 20-foot-wide corridor that was forested/scrub-

shrub prior to disturbance and has no assessed principal functions or values.   

Wetland 5 crossing is in a forested area, has two associated impacts and has no assessed principal functions or values.  

Wetland 6 was forested/scrub-shrub prior to disturbance, though it is entirely within a maintained transmission line 

utility easement and the vegetation has been cleared.  It has no assessed principal functions or values.  Wetland 7 is 

a forested pit-and-mound wetland that has flood storage potential designated as a principal function/value.  The 

proposed crossing should not have significant impact on this function; it includes an equalizing culvert to allow any 
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water that accumulates to pond or move in accordance with what existing conditions allow.  Wetland 8 contains a 

perennial stream within a forested system and has no assessed principal functions or values.  Wetland 9 is a 429 SF 

isolated wetland within the protected shoreland zone that has no vegetation, is surrounded by woods, and has no 

assessed principal functions/values. 

Conservation District 

There are minimal additional impacts proposed within the Conservation District, within 100 feet of the reference line 

for the Piscataqua River.  The single-family residence and accessory structures are designed to be built within the 

protected shoreland between 100 and 250 feet of the reference line/highest observable tide line, outside the CD.  

The project proposes 1,110 SF of permanent and *1,706 SF of temporary impact within the CD to construct a patio 

accessory structure, a path to access the patio, and a path to access a tidal docking structure (a separate application 

is being submitted for the tidal dock structure by another consultant).  These impacts have been minimized to the 

greatest extent practicable, with the patio set back greater than 20 feet from the reference line and each affected 

waterfront buffer grid segment meets the minimum required tree point score.  The patio is being built using pervious 

pavers and the paths within the TBZ will be constructed using crushed stone to keep them pervious.  The access way 

from the path to the docking structure covers 131 SF and is impervious.  Temporary impacts are to facilitate 

construction of the patio and will be restored.  No fertilizers or chemicals will be used in this area.  All applicable state 

and federal approvals have been applied for. 

 

 
RFMI Item #1 – Compensatory Mitigation Proposal 
 
Compensatory mitigation requirements shall be satisfied by an in-lieu fee payment to the Aquatic Resource 
Compensatory Mitigation Fund (ARM Fund).  The in-lieu fee payment amount has been calculated in accordance 
with Env-Wt 803.07, utilizing the ARM Fund In-Lieu Fee Payment Calculator and submitted electronically on 
December 23, 2024.  This includes impacts to wetlands, streams and tidal buffer zone areas, with the impacts 
breakdown and associated fees listed below.  

• Forested Wetlands: 8,287 SF; estimated payment $65,003.90  

• Tidal Wetlands (TBZ): 1,110 SF; estimated payment $17,413.86  

• Other Jurisdictional Areas (Scrub-shrub Wetlands): 651 SF; estimated payment $5,106.50  

• Streams: 152 LF; estimated payment $67,789.34  

• Total Estimated Payment: $155,313.60  
 
The enclosed plan set includes the size and classification type of the proposed project impact areas, see sheets titled 
Wetland Impact Plans and Shoreland Impact Plan.  A Wetland Functional Assessment of the impacted jurisdictional 
areas was included with the permit application materials.  Stream crossing information was also provided for the 
two stream impact locations.  The Dover Conservation Commission did not provide compensatory mitigation 
recommendations.  No impacts are proposed within a designated river corridor.  

Impacts associated with a proposed pier and dock structure at the same location were addressed via a separate 

application process (NHDES File Number 2024-02301).  A separate mitigation proposal was submitted for those 

impacts. 
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John Lorden

From: Bassegio, Erin <E.Bassegio@dover.nh.gov>

Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 9:49 AM

To: John Lorden

Cc: Heath Todd

Subject: RE: Back Road - Approved - Driveway Permit

Hi John, 

 

Yes, that will suffice- please include the email as a pdf in your re-submission. Thank you!  

 

Erin Bassegio 

City Planner 

City of Dover, New Hampshire 

288 Central Avenue 

Dover, NH 03820-4169 

e: e.bassegio@dover.nh.gov  

p: 603.516.6008 

 

Dover: First in New Hampshire, First with you! 

http://www.dover.nh.gov 

 

From: John Lorden <jlorden@bealsassociates.com>  

Sent: Thursday, December 12, 2024 8:47 AM 

To: Bassegio, Erin <E.Bassegio@dover.nh.gov> 

Cc: Heath Todd <heath@apex-constructioninc.com> 

Subject: Back Road - Approved - Driveway Permit 

 
Security Notice: External sender. Use caution with hyperlinks or attachments. 

Good morning Erin, 

 

Can you please review the email below and confirm if this email chain submitted as a PDF as part of the 

re-submission will suffice for the City’s purposes, or should we request a more formal letter from John 

Stover? 

 

The applicant agrees to the as-built of the driveway as requested below. 

 

Thank you, 

John 

 

 
John Lorden, PE 

Senior Project Manager 
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70 Portsmouth Ave. 3rd Floor 

Stratham, NH 03885 

603-583-4860 

jlorden@bealsassociates.com 

 

 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: "Storer, John" <J.Storer@dover.nh.gov> 

Date: December 10, 2024 at 5:39:03 PM EST 

To: Heath Todd <heath@apex-constructioninc.com> 

Cc: "Chambers, Jordan" <J.Chambers@dover.nh.gov>, "Mavrogeorge, Kenneth" 

<K.Mavrogeorge@dover.nh.gov> 

Subject: RE: Approved - Driveway Permit 

  

Heath, 

  

After further internal review, based on the narrow size of your lot, and also considering that a Driveway 

Permit was previously approved by Community Services, I am comfortable granting relief from the 

setback requirements outlined in City Ordinance 157-50.C(3).   

  

Please let me know if this email will be sufficient.  Please note that I am copying our City Engineer, Ken 

Mavrogeorge, so he is aware. 

  

In granting the relief, our request would that you provide us with a final As-Built of the constructed 

configuration and layout.  We recognize that any environmental or wetlands impacts will fall under the 

purview of NH DES and either their wetlands or AOT permits.   

  

Please let me know if you have any follow-up questions. 

  
John Storer 
Director of Community Services 
City of Dover, NH 
271 Mast Rd. 
Dover, NH 03820-4169 
e: j.storer@dover.nh.gov 
p: 603.516.6450 f: 603.516.6463 
  
Dover: First in New Hampshire, First with you! 
http://www.dover.nh.gov 

  

From: Heath Todd <heath@apex-constructioninc.com>  

Sent: Tuesday, December 10, 2024 1:05 PM 

To: Storer, John <J.Storer@dover.nh.gov> 

Cc: Chambers, Jordan <J.Chambers@dover.nh.gov> 

Subject: Re: Approved - Driveway Permit 

  
Security Notice: External sender. Use caution with hyperlinks or attachments. 

Hi John, 

  

Sorry to bother you, but I am a bit under time crunch to get this in and be ready for planning board. 

Do you have thoughts on below? 
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Should I send you a letter to request relief from the 5-foot driveway setback? 

  

Feel free to call and discuss. 603-591-4976 is my cell, but you can call office number (below) also. 

 

Thanks! 

  

Heath J. Todd, P.E. 
Apex Construction, Inc. 

361 RT 108, Unit 1 

Somersworth, NH 03878 

P: (603)330-3600 

heath@apex-constructioninc.com 

  

  

From: Heath Todd <heath@apex-constructioninc.com> 

Date: Friday, December 6, 2024 at 9:39 AM 

To: "Storer, John" <J.Storer@dover.nh.gov> 

Cc: "Chambers, Jordan" <J.Chambers@dover.nh.gov> 

Subject: Re: Approved - Driveway Permit 

  

Hi John, 

  

Thanks for taking the time to speak with me and look into this issue! 

  

To clarify, TRC minutes (attached) contain the following plan review comments/ recommendations: 

  

1. Request relief from the 5-foot side boundary driveway setback, required by § 157-50C(3), or 

provide a detailed narrative describing any hardships for review and potential acceptance 

by the Community Services Director.  

  

1. Has a lot line adjustment been considered to meet setbacks?  

1. Provide something in writing that abutting property owner does/doesn’t have 

interest in LLA.  

  

As discussed, regarding the LLA reference, it seems unfair to put the abutter in a position of 

leverage given the proximity of the driveway to the boundary is a result of design elements needed 

to meet City regs. My thought is that Planning likely would approve current layout if 5-foot side relief 

is granted by Community Services and they would not demand written statement from abutters 

regarding interest in LLA. I do not want to request LLA from abutters, presenting opportunity for 

extortion, and I wonder if Planning is justified in this request. Perhaps through presentation of 

existing driveway permit document and your acceptance of relief from the setback by you, it gives 

Planning opportunity to approve? 

  

Thoughts? 

  

Thanks. 

  

Heath J. Todd, P.E. 
Apex Construction, Inc. 
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361 RT 108, Unit 1 

Somersworth, NH 03878 

P: (603)330-3600 

heath@apex-constructioninc.com 

  

  

From: "Storer, John" <J.Storer@dover.nh.gov> 

Date: Friday, December 6, 2024 at 9:18 AM 

To: Heath Todd <heath@apex-constructioninc.com> 

Cc: "Chambers, Jordan" <J.Chambers@dover.nh.gov> 

Subject: Approved - Driveway Permit 

  

Heath, 

  

Following up on our telephone discussion – I don’t think you need to do anything?  At least not to 

appease Community Services. 

  

Attached is the previously approved Driveway Permit.  If you intend to continue using what is out there 

we don’t need you to re-apply for a new permit.  Copied here is Jordan Chambers, our Eng Tech, and he 

confirmed the permit should remain valid. 

  

As I tried to explain – Community Services focus on permitting driveways really just hinges on impacts to 

public rights-of-way.  Our regulatory foundation is via City Ordinances, Chapter 125.  Below is an 

excerpt.  I underlined the portion about “onto a public road” – and per the sketch attached below – 

circled in red is really the only area of concern we (Community Services) would monitor and 

enforce.  However – Planning or Inspection Services might have some discretion with Chapter 157 regs 

for the “private” land away from the public ROW. 

  

So unless I’m missing something, I think you are OK?   
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John Storer 
Director of Community Services 
City of Dover, NH 
271 Mast Rd. 
Dover, NH 03820-4169 
e: j.storer@dover.nh.gov 
p: 603.516.6450 f: 603.516.6463 
  



6

Dover: First in New Hampshire, First with you! 
http://www.dover.nh.gov 
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