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This document, "Natural Grass and Synthetic Turf Examples," has been prepared for
the City Council, the Joint Building Committee (JBC), and the School Board in Dover,
NH, to inform discussions regarding potential upgrades to the athletic facilities at
Dover High School.

The document presents a visual comparison of various natural grass and synthetic
turf playing surfaces across New England, encompassing facilities used for youth
sports, college athletics, and professional competitions. The included photos,
gathered from the website NearMap, document the evolution of these surfaces
over several years. In some instances, the images showcase natural grass fields
adjacent to synthetic turf fields, while others illustrate the conversion of natural
surfaces to synthetic ones. The intent of these images and the broader document is
to provide insight into how different playing surfaces withstand the ever-changing
New England environment, characterized by both wet seasons and severe drought
years, and the level of maintenance required for natural grass fields to remain safe
and playable for athletes.

The aerial images contained herein highlight the various challenges associated with
natural grass fields, including severe drought damage, bare spots, and compaction.
Maintaining safe and playable natural grass surfaces often necessitates constant
irrigation and frequent re-sodding. Furthermore, these challenges are compounded
by issues such as drainage failures, uneven surfaces, and chronic bald patches,
which often indicate inadequate maintenance capacity for heavy demand.

For additional detailed insights into these issues and comprehensive
recommendations, please refer to the Engineering Technical Memorandum
prepared by the Dover City Engineering Office on May 22, 2025, in response to the
JBC Report dated May 21, 2025.

The fields included in this document were selected based on a variety of factors
including the types of surfaces present at the facility, the ownership of the facility,
and whether or not the field was used as an example of a synthetic or natural
grass field during a public hearing in Dover, NH. The fields included herein are as
follows:
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Olivia Perez and Jaclynn Kastrinakis
November 19, 2024

Mount Greylock Track Complete
Photo courtesy of Oliver Bingemann

The new track at Mount Greylock Regional School was recently
completed, lines and all. The Mount Greylock Regional School
Committee showed unanimous support for the project on
November 17, 2022 at the meeting with the Track and Field
Project Committee. The construction began in the spring of 2024,
and is now ready to be used for the 2025 spring season. 

In the past, there was never a need for a community track. Most
residents would use the external track closest to them, usually the
Williams College track in Williamstown or the Taconic High
School Track in Pittsfield. In addition, the facilities provided by
Williams College allowed track and field athletes to practice
without the school having its own equipment. “We never originally
pursued a track because Williams built the Steinbrenner [track] in
1987 and we were able to use it frequently,” said track and field
coach Brian Gill. “This set us on a path of not seeing a need for
our own because we could use Williams.” In recent years,
however, Williams College programs have improved and become
more competitive. As a result, it has become harder to find
training and competition times for Mount Greylock that work with
the Williams schedule. 

In addition, the new Mount Greylock track makes things a lot
easier for the track and field team and coaching staff. In the past,
the team would not be able to train for some events on the grass
track because it was often wet. Now, with the new track, student
athletes can train without worrying about weather. “We practice
every day, no matter the weather. There is always something we
can do to get better – weight room, speed work in the gym, etc.,”
said Gill. Gill added that the coaches are “so excited to not have
to move all of our equipment – shots, discs, javs and starting
blocks – every day back and forth from Williams.
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