Greater Dover
Chamber of Commerce

May 11, 2009

Mayor Myers and City Councilors,

The Greater Dover Chamber of Commerce has produced the Cochecho Arts Festival for 23
years. Over that period of time we have brought top performers to Dover that have entertained
tens of thousand residents and visitors to our community.

Our Board of Directors understands that in the 2010 budget cycle you face difficult decisions
regarding priorities for our community. Many local families are facing those same tough decisions.
We are proud to offer the Cochecho Arts Festival as a free activity that families can participate in,
whether it be the Children’s Series, the ‘Shark in the Park’ lunch concerts or the Friday night
shows. In fact, we've heard that many families are looking forward to attending each of the three
weekly shows during this year’s Festival.

Community support for the Festival is further evidenced by two recent studies completed by the
City of Dover.

e The 2006 Speak Out Series asked the question - What aspects of your city do you value
most? - The Cochecho Arts Festival was among the top responses.

¢ In the 2009 Recreation Master Plan, the Festival was ranked as one of the top reasons
that residents and visitors use our park facilities.

The popularity of this event is without question; as each year attendance grows. Beyond being a
free entertainment event, our downtown shops and restaurants experience increased traffic and
sales during concert times - further supporting our economy with local spending.

We urge you to return the funding of the Cochecho Arts Festival to the 2009 level of $10,000. The
Festival is growing, this year we will be offering food vendors, as weil as opportunities for local
artists to display and sell their work.

The Chamber membership and business community remain financially supportive of this event
even during these difficult times; we hope the City will also consider continuing to support the
Cochecho Arts Festival.

Sincerely,

Tist

Kirt Schuman
Executive Director
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Pam Simpon - Chair

Harvey’s Bakery and Coffee Shop

Connie Roy - Chair Elect
Reverie Design

Michael Bolduc - Vice Chair

Wyskiel, Boc, Tillinghast, and Bolduc. P.A.

Mark Boulanger - Treasurer
Raiche & Company, CPAs

Linda Hagan - Past Chair
Jewelry Creations

Directors

Toby Arkwell
RW Insurance

Rick Bean
Rick Bean Marketing

Cathy Beaudoin
Dover Main Street

Dave Bickford
Public Service of New Hampshire

Wayne Chick
Foster’s Daily Democrat

Don Cichon
Waddell & Reed

Doug Glennon
Glennon Consulting Group

Don Hatt
Federal Savings Bank
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Patti Kemen
Re/Max Legacy

Norma Long
NH National Guard

Dave Paolini
Century 21

John Pomerleau
Liberty Mutual

Amy Sharp
Laconia Savings Bank

Jeanne Supple
Measured Progress

Peter Walcek
Wentworth Douglass Hospital
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