Greater Dover Chamber of Commerce & Visitor Center

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

& VISITOR CENTER

February 9, 2011

The Honorable Mayor, Scott Myers
Dover City Council

City Manager

Dover City Hall

288 Central Avenue

Dover, NH 03820

Re: Storm Water Utility

Dear Honorable Mayor, Scott Myers, City Council, and City Manager, Mike Joyal,

On behalf of the Dover Chamber of Commerce, we would ask that you delay tonight's
vote to establish a Storm Water Utility for the City of Dover. While the Chamber commends the
ad hoc committee for the time and effort they have invested in producing its report and
recommendations, it is clear there is no immediate need for a conclusive decision tonight that a
utility is the appropriate vehicle to pay for an EPA mandate which has not yet been issued.

A delay in the vote would allow the community, the Chamber, individual businesses, and
residents to educate themselves on the impact of a utility versus simply including costs in the real
estate tax rate, to provide input to councilors, and to prepare budgets for the financial impact of
whichever option is ultimately decided upon.

Based on the foregoing, the Dover Chamber of Commerce asks for your support in
delaying tonight's vote which would be conclusive as to the establishment of a storm water utility.

Sincerely,

Michael J. Bolduc
Chair of the Board of Directors
Dover Chamber of Commerce



Legislative Liaison Updates
February 9, 2011

SB1 — Eliminating the automatic continuation requirement for public employee collective
bargaining agreements; known as the “Evergreen Clause”

The repeal of this bill was given top priority by the Senate right out of the gate this year and was passed
by a wide margin in the Senate on January 26™. It has been sent to the House and is currently in
Committee where it is expected to have strong support. Dover city officials and the Council have
supported the repeal of this bill. Incidentally, House bill HB326 will be discussed in the House at the
same time as it is identical to SB1.

Repeal of the Pole Tax Exemption

Last year, SB492 was passed to repeal the Pole Tax Exemption for telecommunication companies. There
is movement afoot in the Senate to reinstate this exemption. No formal bill has shown up at this point but
there is evidence to suggest that this will be coming and is expected to move quickly so as to take effect
before the beginning of the next tax year. Stay tuned.

New Hampshire Retirement System Reform

Both the House and the Senate are committed to addressing the concerns over the growing liabilities and
rising costs associated with the Retirement System. Bills have been drafted by both bodies to reform the
current system. They both have formed special committees to address these bills with the House
addressing them individually and the Senate taking a comprehensive approach. The Senate made a formal
announcement at the end of January to move forward by combining the various related bills. The
proposed changes include: Increasing the retirement age of Group II employees by 5 years, averaging the
final 5 years of compensation versus the highest 3 years, eliminating “Spiking”(using unused sick and
vacation time and career buyouts to enhance averages), eliminate further special detail compensation from
the calculation and curtail “double dipping” by reducing the weekly hours worked that would be eligible
for a second pension. Many of these positions were approved by the City Council.

HB396- exempting the land and buildings of Masonic temples or building associations from
property taxation

This bill has re-surfaced again and is intended to exempt all Masonic temples from paying local property
taxes. Virtually all municipalities have a Masonic temple and some have been eligible for exemption
from property taxes as a charitable or non-profit organization but they have had to go through the same
process as any charitable or non-profit organization. This bill would be a blanket cover to automatically
exempt all of these temples and their property from taxes without the normal process. The concern is the
effect on the tax base for the municipalities. This would further reduce the tax revenues of a community
through a mandate from the state versus an option by the municipality.

Respectfully Submitted,
Councilor Bill Garrison
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