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Frequently Asked Questions about RONR

who wishes to force an end to debate must first obtain the floor by being
duly recognized to speak by the chair, and must then move the Previous
Question. Such a motion must be seconded, and then adopted by a two-
thirds vote, or by unanimous consent. It is not in order to interrupt a
speaker with cries of “Question” or “Call the Question,” and even if no
one is speaking, it is still necessary to seek recognition. [RONR (11th
ed.), p. 202; see also pp. 35-37 of RONRIB.]

Question 12:
Isn't it always in order to move to table a motion to the next
meeting?

Answer:

This question confuses the motion to Lay on the Table with the motion
to Postpone to a Certain Time. The purpose of the motion to Lay on the
Table is to enable an assembly, by majority vote and without debate, to
lay a pending question aside temporarily when something else of
immediate urgency has arisen or when something else needs to be
addressed before consideration of the pending question is resumed. In
ordinary societies it is rarely needed, and hence seldom in order.
[RONR (11th ed.), pp. 209-18; see also p. 127 of RONRIB.]

Question 13:
Can something be defeated by adopting a motion to table it?

Answer:

This is a common violation of fair procedure. Such a motion is not in
order, because it would permit debate to be suppressed by a majority
vote, and only a two-thirds vote can do that. The proper use of the
motion to Lay on the Table is stated in the answer to Question 12,
immediately above. [RONR (11th ed.), pp. 215-17.]

How can something be defeated without a direct vote on it?

Before debate on an original (ordinary substantive) main motion has
begun, you may raise an Objection to Consideration of [the] Question,
which is undebatable and can suppress the main question by a two-
thirds vote against consideration. [RONR (11th ed.), p. 216, 1. 34 to p.
217,1.2; pp. 267-70; see also p. 129 of RONRIB..]

If debate on the main motion has begun and you want to get rid of that
motion without a direct vote on it, use the motion to Postpone
Indefinitely. That motion requires only a majority vote, but until it is
adopted, it leaves the main question open to debate. [RONR (11th ed.),
pp. 126-30; see also p. 126 of RONRIB.]

If you feel that it is undesirable that debate take place, move the
Previous Question immediately after moving to Postpone Indefinitely. If
adopted by a two-thirds vote, this motion will cause an immediate vote
on the motion to Postpone Indefinitely without further debate. [RONR
(11th ed.), pp. 197-209.]
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