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(R0)

5.0 - 6.0 (in China before control measures)
2.0 - 2.5 (with social distancing control measures)

Infected individuals 
can spread the virus 

up to 2.3 days 
before they have 

symptoms.

Some people never 
get symptoms.

Primary means of 
transmission

Secondary means 
of transmission

Important means of 
transmission

Respiratory droplets 
fall on surfaces that 

are later touched by a 
susceptible individual

Implications for transmission mitigation 
strategies

More effective 
strategies

� Physical distancing 
� Masking 
� Staying outdoors
� Proper ventilation 

and air filtration for 
indoor spaces

Less effective 
strategies

� Cleaning surfaces
� Hand washing
� Partial barriers (e.g., 

plexiglass shield for 
reception areas) 
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